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MINUTES OF THE  
RECREATION COMMISSION 

 
 Hopatcong Borough Hall, Hopatcong, NJ 

October 13, 2015  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman called the meeting to order at 8:00 P.M. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT:  Chairman read statement as follows: 
 
This meeting is held in accordance with the 1975 Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-
6 et seq., annual notice having been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald/New Jersey 
Sunday Herald, and posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for 
public announcements.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairwoman, invited all present to salute the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT: Dave Barella, Dave Barnish, Sue Gorgolione, Marshall Speizer, Danette 
Swanson, Cathy Millian 
 
ABSENT: Corde Motyka 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Council Liaisons John Young and Richard Schindelar, 
Recreation Coordinator Sue Parichuk and Recording Secretary Christy Rehe  
 
MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC: No public in attendance. 
MEETING CLOSED TO PUBLIC: 
After giving all persons present an opportunity to address the Recreation Commission, 
the Chairman closed the meeting to the public to return to the regular order of business. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Back to School Nights – Cathy was very pleased with the amount of 
parents showing interest in the Recreation giveaways and of how many parents 
attended. Hudson Maxim was packed with parents both nights and Durban Ave was 
busier the first night more than the second but still a great success. Sue Gorgolione 
added that she thought the parents really enjoyed the flyers with all of the information as 
well as the giveaways. She also thought that some of the parents were afraid to 
approach the table because most of the other tables were looking for the parents to 
purchase items. Cathy let everyone know that next year at BTSN they will have a bigger 
Recreation Commission banner to hang off of the table so hopefully parents are not 
afraid to approach us thinking we are trying to sell them something. Danette added that 
she gave away only the Recreation magnets to the Middle School but everyone really 
liked them. Cathy added that now Tulsa Trail would like for us to be at BTSN next year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Halloween Parade is this Sunday the 18th. Cathy needs help to set up 
at Modick Park at 9am. Dave Barella and Danette will be there to help set up and Sue and 
Marshall will show up at 11am to help oversee the high school students helping with the 
cotton candy and popcorn machines. Danette inquired about organizing the parade but 
Cathy told her that the Business League takes care of that along with the hot dogs and 
the treat bags and that we do the judging of the contest, the pumpkin giveaways and the 
cotton candy and popcorn. Cathy told the Commission that there are a lot of nice 
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comments on the Recreation Facebook page in regards to the Halloween Parade and that 
people are sharing the flyer to spread the word.  
 
Outdoor Christmas Light Contest – Cathy would like to get rid of the contest this year 
because she doesn’t feel like it is as popular as it was in previous years. The contest 
used to draw anywhere from 12-15 entries now only gets about 5 people. Cathy and Sue 
Parichuk feel sick when riding on the bus going from home to home to view the lights 
and say we should take a few different cars to judge the contest. Councilman Young 
spoke about the contest and believed that the contest was done in the past by the 
Business Association but they went about 5 years where they said they were going to do 
it but did not so the Recreation Commission picked up. Mr. Young said they used to get 
about 15 houses to judge on average and the interest in it has definitely diminished. 
Cathy says it takes a lot of work to set up for with making hundreds of copies of all the 
flyers and going out to collect for the donations for the prizes etc. After lengthy 
discussion in regards to cancelling the contest a motion was made. Dave Barella made a 
motion to suspend the holiday lights contest for one year. Dave Barnish seconded the 
motion. All were in favor. 
 
Pageant Trust - Cathy discussed the Recreation Trust account which is separate from 
the budget accounts. The Trust account consists of Basketball, Summer Rec and an 
event line. Cathy discussed one account line that used to be for the Pageant but it hasn’t 
been utilized since the Warriors generously took it over. The money that is in that line 
item cannot be used for anything other than the Pageant. The only way that Recreation 
can begin to utilize the money is to move it into another account. Cathy suggested 
creating a new line item for the Seniors. She went on to discuss that the Seniors receive 
lunch every day at the Senior Center provided by the County. Each Senior gives a $2.00 
donation to help offset some of the cost. Most of them go there for breakfast too and the 
problem is that breakfast is not sponsored by the County. Sue Parichuk and Ken Day 
buy items for the breakfast out of their own pockets because there isn’t any money to get 
the items that they need. They do get food donations occasionally but cannot take 
monetary donations because there isn’t a line item set up for that specifically.  
Cathy suggested taking the money from the Trust which is roughly $1,324.00 or half of it 
and move it to an account line item set up specifically for Senior supplies. The new line 
item needs to be specific so that it cannot be used for the trips or anything else. Dave 
Barella added that the problem is that the Basketball and Summer Rec programs 
generate their own money and he wanted to know how the line item for Seniors would 
sustain itself. Cathy explained that it would run off of donations and now they would be 
able to accept donations for the Seniors because there would be a line item specifically 
set up for them. As of now they can accept debit cards or gift cards but not actual checks 
that can be deposited into a line item for them. Kenny will go out and get donations of 
day old bagels from Bagels on the Hill and other items from Pathmark but unfortunately 
Pathmark is closing and will no longer be able to offer that. BJ’s Wholesale Club 
sometimes brings items to the Senior Center as well. Ken and Sue will continue to 
donate their time to go out and get what they can but having an account with money will 
be a nice back up for them if they run out of an item so they wouldn’t have to use their 
own money to purchase it.  
Sue Gorgolione wanted to know how many Seniors utilize the center on a daily basis. 
Sue P. told her that Tuesday’s and Thursday’s are the busiest days but on average there 
are roughly 15-30 people. Sue says that she and Kenny run out to get butter, jelly, 
peanut butter and bread but if they had money they could also purchase items such as 
spreadable cream cheeses etc. Sue G. comments that it will be nice to do something for 
the Seniors with this money that we aren’t using anyway. Cathy said that is because of 
the generosity of the Warriors for sponsoring the Pageant but Mr. Young questioned if 
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the Warriors would continue to sponsor it. He goes on to say that he is not saying that 
they will not sponsor the event but he cannot confirm that they definitely will because the 
Warriors board changes every year. The Warriors do not charge for the Pageant but 
when Recreation held it they charged $15.00. Cathy explained that it will run on 
donations and that there are businesses that will donate as well but right now they 
cannot accept any money because there is nowhere to put the money. Danette said that 
she would like to donate all of the funds in the Pageant line item but Dave Barella thinks 
we should reserve some of it just in case.  
Dave Barella made a motion to create a line item for the Senior Citizens and to remove 
$800.00 from the Pageant fund and transfer it over to that new line item making it 
specific for Senior supplies. Danette Swanson seconded the motion.  
ROLL CALL: Dave Barella-yes, Dave Barnish-yes, Sue Gorgolione-yes, Marshall 
Speizer-yes, Danette Swanson-yes, Cathy Millian-yes. 
Dave Barella discussed that he feels we need to make sure that we do a monthly 
evaluation of the account as to what is being purchased etc. He fully trusts Sue P. and 
whomever follows after her but thinks we should still keep an eye on what is purchased 
so that it doesn’t get spent on anything other than food related supplies for the Seniors. 
It was also discussed that this motion may need to go before the Mayor and Council for 
approval before any money can be used to purchase the supplies.  
Cathy wants everyone to know that this is only a backup plan not meant to be used for 
purchasing groceries every month. Donations will still be needed and utilized. Sue P. 
says it is hard for some of the people who come to the Senior Center to eat because 
when the Borough is closed for a holiday they go without and for some it is their only two 
meals they get per day. Sue G. says that it would be nice to maybe provide a pancake 
breakfast for them as well. Cathy says it’s not just Seniors who are going without food 
but if we have the chance to make one small change to help then it’s good.  
Dave Barella wanted to know more about the donation the Seniors make to eat the lunch 
provided by the County. Sue P. explained that they each pay $2.00 and they receive a 
really nice hot lunch and every 3 or 4 months the County adds up the money and will 
use it to purchase supplies such as cups, napkins, sugars, cleaning supplies etc and 
however much money is left over after that they give it back to the Senior Center. That 
money is used to purchase things needed at the Center like new blinds for the windows, 
a refrigerator, tv, silverware etc but nothing food related. Sue even bought them new 
games to play with some of the extra money. Cathy thanked everyone and said she 
really thinks this is going to help them out. 
Movie night is scheduled for December 4th. The Polar Express will be shown will goodies 
for the kids and a special visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus. We will discussed in more detail 
at the next meeting. Flyers will go home with the kids in November. 
 
SUE PARICHUK’S REPORT: 
Basketball program – Many players signed up so far with having only one sign up day: 
16 Kindergartners, 14 First graders, 12 second grade, 6 Third grade, 10 Fourth grade, 5 
Fifth grade and 3 Sixth grade. The program still needs coaches. 
 
Street Hockey Update - Sue Gorgolione – According to the registrations given to Sue 
there are currently 15 children playing without having paid the registration fee which 
means that they are currently not covered under the insurance policy. Sue will email the 
contact for the hockey program to let them know if they are not paid by Saturday that 
they are not allowed to play this weekend. The problem is that the roster posted on 
Aldo’s Street Hockey website is not matching up with the registration forms that Sue has 
received. Sue will call and find out if it is just an error if not she will make sure that it gets 
addressed. 



 4 

Cathy discussed that she had her last meeting with Little League as being the President. 
Paul Montalbano is the new President and Pat O’Brien is the new Vice President. 
Everyone thanked Cathy for donating 6 years of her time to the LL Program. Cathy said 
that she gives Mr. Young a lot of kudos for being President of the Warriors for 36 years. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES:  
Danette Swanson made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 8th meeting. 
Marshall Speizer seconded the motion. All were in favor.  
 
NEXT MEETING:  November 10th, 2015. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn made by Sue G. and seconded by Dave 
Barnish. All were in favor. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:03 PM. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Christy Rehe 
Recording Secretary 


